‘JFK,’ ‘Canyon’ lead features 
slated for upcoming Oslo test 


BY KEITH KELLER 

OSLO, Norway — The third annual 
Oslo Film Event will run Jan. 30- 
Feb. 5, with a program of 14 new 
features handpicked for screening 
well ahead of their actual openings 
in Norway. 

At this year’s 
Film Event, di- 
rectors Robert 
Benton, Nikita 
Milkhalkov, Jan 
Troell and Mar- 
tin Asphaug will participate in mini- 
seminars after the showings of their 
films, “Billy Bathgate,” with Dustin 
Hoffman, the Russian-Mongolian 
“Urga” (1990 Golden Lion winner 
at Venice), the Swedish “II Capitan- 
o” and the Norwegian “Lethal Lies” 
respectively. 

Other films programmed include 
from France “Les Amants du Pont 
Neuf” by Leos Carax and Peter 
Chelson’s “Hear My Song,” starring 
Ned Beatty. 

From England, and from the U.S., 
there are Oliver Stone’s “JFK,” 
Lawrence Kasdan’s “Grand Can- 
yon” and Jim Jarmusch’s “Night on 


Earth.” 

Also Hector Babenco’s “At Play 
in the Fields of the Lord,” Barbra 
Streisand’s “Prince of Tides” and 
Martha Coolidge’s “Rambling 
Rose.” 

The Film Event is the creation of 
Moraeus Hansen, program director 
of Oslo Municipal Cinemas, who 
hopes to repeat the balance created 
by the OMC in 1989 and 1990 be- 
tween boxoffice receipts and mar- 
keting expenditure. 

All titles will be given two show- , 
ings during the seven days between 
noon and midnight performances at 
the OMC’s 484-seater flagship 
Filmteatret. 

Holding an exhibition monopoly 
in the capital city, the OMC ac- 
counts for about one third of Nor- 
way’s national boxoffice. 

No film, American or otherwise, 
is likely to make it on the national 
cinema circuit without an Oslo 
launch. 

Equally, few films except those 
from U.S. majors are likely to be 
picked up for Norwegian distribu- 
tion unless given the nod from 
Hansen. 




